
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MTKO Holiday Fiesta 2011 
By Sydne Wirrick-Knox, Coordinator of Volunteers & Operations 
 
 Our annual MTKO Holiday Fiesta was held on December 21st for our Matt  
Talbot guests.  La Paz Restaurant provided the outstanding meal for the 6th  
year.  The menu included cream cheese & chicken enchiladas, shredded beef  
enchiladas, Mexican rice, refried beans, salsa and chips.  Members of the MTKO 
Board of Directors served the meal and we were entertained by Eric Reimnitz on his 
guitar.  Eric is a phone volunteer at MTKO.  Everyone was filled with wonderful food, good 
cheer and holiday joy.  The management of Interstate Batteries handed out AA batteries, a key 
chain flash light and a gift card to each guest.  We also had a visit from Santa & Mrs. Claus who 
handed out gifts to our smaller guests. 

The staff was busy throughout the month connecting donors who had contacted the 
Kitchen with guests who had Christmas needs.  It is always amazing to watch Sara, Renee and 
Ann hand out the donations and see the joy on our guests faces as they realize there will be 
presents under the tree this year.   

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of our MTKO volunteers for 
helping make the Holidays at the Kitchen so joyous.  We have enjoyed sharing in your 
wonderful meals prepared with love and grace and your amazing good cheer that you bring to 
the Kitchen during the Christmas Season and every day of the year.  You are all an awesome 
example of the true meaning of love and humility. 

All of the Staff at MTKO would like to wish you a Very Happy New Year! 
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A BIG MTKO THANK YOU to Interstate Batteries for donating the batteries, flash 
lights & gift cards.  Another BIG MTKO THANK YOU to La Paz Restaurant for 

donating the meal for our 2011 Holiday Fiesta.  Remember the next time you get an 
urge for Mexican, stop by La Paz at 321 North Cotner Blvd.   

That would be an excellent way to send Julie and Rick a  
“Thank You” from the Kitchen. 

An equally BIG MTKO THANK YOU to the MTKO Staff, Board, Eric Reimnitz and to all 
who provided gifts, food, service and entertainment throughout December.   

Everything was greatly appreciated and the additional effort made our  
MTKO Holiday a time to remember. 
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Some of the Cast of Characters from the Holiday Fiesta 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Rick delivering the meal from La Paz Eric providing our entertainment 

 

The 3 Amigos – Tony, Greg & Tom 

Santa (Sara) & Mrs. Claus 
(Shannon) with Ruth 



MTKO Team Member is Presented an Award 
 
      Please join us in congratulating fellow team member, Ann Heydt  
      on a recent well- deserved recognition.  On Friday November  
      18th, 2011 Ann was awarded the Outstanding Human  
      Service Advocate by the Lincoln Lancaster County   
      Homeless Coalition!   It is a tremendous honor and well- 
      deserved recognition.  Ann is a tireless advocate for our working  
      poor and homeless guests.  She has worked in human services  
      for approximately twenty years and has been with Matt Talbot for 
      six of those years.   Ann serves as a homeless case manager and 
works with individuals and families recovering from homelessness.  She helps them 
define and accomplish their goals on their path to self-sufficiency.  She also teaches the 
Self-Esteem class as part of the six week series of Life Skills classes offered at Matt 
Talbot.  She can also be found in the dining room meeting with guests and helping with 
general outreach, information and referral.  She has done a tremendous job recruiting 
volunteers to help with receptionist and shower and laundry duties which in turn helps 
the staff keep up with the daily demands.  Above all she conveys compassion, 
professionalism and respect to all she encounters.  Way to go, Ann and thanks for the 
inspiration!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
Just a quick reminder we need your 2011 In-Kind Donation Form 

This information is very important for our statistical reporting for funding 
requirements and auditing purposes.  It also allows us to show off our AWESOME Matt 
Talbot Volunteers & the assistance they provide to Lincoln’s working poor & homeless! 
Forms were mailed to all team captains in December.  If you need additional forms or 

information, please give Sydne a call at 402-477-4116 or email to  
Sydne.Wirrick-Knox @MTKServes.org. 

“Thank You” to the teams who served our Holiday meals 
 St John’s Talbot Lunch Bunch provided, prepared & served Christmas Eve Lunch – Tini 

Van-Oehlertz Team Captain 
 Sheridan Lutheran Church provided, prepared and served Christmas Eve Meal – Sue 

Alby Team Captain 
 Calix provided, prepared and served our Christmas Lunch-Chris Jacobsen Team Captain 
 The Steve Wallingford Family provided, prepared & served Christmas Day Evening Meal 
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“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY IS FEBRUARY 5th, 2012! 
Help Matt Talbot “TACKLE HUNGER”! 

 
Souper Bowl of Caring  is a national movement of youth working to fight hunger and poverty 
in their own communities around the time of the Super Bowl football game.  Participation is 
simple.  In the weeks leading up to or on Super Bowl Sunday, young people take up a collection 
(many use a soup pot), asking for one dollar or one item of food for people in need.  They give 
100% of their donation directly to the local hunger-relief charity of their choice.  Visit 
www.souperbowl.org to learn more about this amazing national movement.   
 
Locally, Souper Bowl of Caring has become an annual tradition for many congregations – 52 
churches in our community participated in 2011 and sent their collections to MTKO!  We would 
love to see the number of churches participating on behalf of MTKO grow even higher this year.  
Check with your pastor or youth leader to be sure that your congregation is planning to 
participate in Souper Bowl of Caring 2012.   
 
Questions?  Contact Vicky Drozd (vicky.drozd@mtkserves.org) or Susie Wilson 
(susie.wilson@mtkserves.org) for more information.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Email Addresses Have Changed 
All of the email addresses for staff at MTKO have changed.    

All of the new address are  
Firstname.Lastname@MTKServes.org. 

Example:  Sydne.Wirrick-Knox@MTKServes.org 
 
 
 

Pick up your “left behinds” 
We have amassed quite a collection of pans, cake pans, cookie sheets, bowls, and storage 
containers that have been left behind by our volunteer team members.  If you are missing 
one of your kitchen items, you may want to take a look at the Kitchen.  All of them have 

been stored on the shelf in the Volunteer Coat Room.  Anything still “left behind” by 
January 16, 2012, will go on the “give away” table. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Lunch   

Madonna  
Tracy Bell 

 
Supper 

Sunday Servers 
Linda Pleskac 

2 
Lunch   

LLC Health Dept 
Kings & Queens 

Gary Walsh 
Supper   

Super Supper 
Servers   

Sue Connolly 

3 
 Lunch   

Bousek Family & 
Friends  

 Mary Jo Bousek 
Supper  

Tuesday Dues 
Capital City 

Christian Church 
Vickie & Melanie 

4 
Lunch 

St. Joe’s & 
Evangelical Free 

Geneva, NE  
Nancy Malone 

Supper  
MTKO Provide 

SE Girls Basketball 
Team Serve  

5 
Lunch 

Angel Helpers 
Mary Jo Bousek 

 
Supper  

St Joseph’s #3  
Pat & Bill Lundak 
White Hall/Clean 

6 
Lunch   
IANL 

Dr. Ram Bishu 
 

Supper   
SOS  

St Mark’s United 
Methodist  
Ann Heydt 

7 
Lunch   

College View 
Something Else 

Class  
Vicki Biloff 
Supper   

Family & Friends  
Joyce Champoux 

8 
Lunch   

St Mary’s 
Elmwood 

Les & Ruth Ann 
Hlavac 

Supper  
P.K.’s & Friends 
Jessica Kennedy  

9 
 Lunch   

Sacred Heart Alt. 
Soc. Beaver 

Crossing  
Jerry Pariset   

Supper  
Aldersgate 

United Methodist 

Donna Lanum 

10 
 Lunch  

 Lincoln Federal 
Savings Bank 

Lending Hands  
Serve Only  

Supper   
St Joseph’s #1 

Mary Love  

 

11 
 Lunch   

Christ United 
Methodist  

Mary Lange 
Supper   

New Covenant 
ACTS  

Linda Johnson-

Flowerday 

12 
Lunch   
Country 

Neighbors 
Beaver Crossing 
Brenda Stutzman 

Supper 
Blessed 

Sacrament #2  

Mary Jo Bousek 

13 
 Lunch   

Christ Lutheran 
Church Middle 

School Ministries 
Rebecca Fisher 

Supper   
Texas 2 

 

14 
Lunch   

First United 
Methodist Suzie 
Miller-Schoen 

 
Supper   

1st Plymouth  
Congregational 

Mitch Connelly 

15 
 Lunch   

St Peter’s  
Joni Richter & 
Nancy Vrbka 

 
Supper  
 SAMS   

Joan Campbell 

16 
 Lunch 

Swanson Russell 
Associates 
Serve Only 

 
Supper   

St David’s 
Episcopal  

Sharon Beachell 

17 
 Lunch   

First Lutheran 
Church 

Steve & Karen 
Lenzen  
Supper   

Crossbridge 
Christian Church 

Deb Perrino 

18 
Lunch 
Blessed 

Sacrament Jr 
High 

Holly Krueger 
 

Supper   
St Teresa’s #1 

Rosie Polak 

19 
Lunch   

Christ United 
Methodist  

Lona Dearmont 
Supper   

Bryan/LGH 
College of Health 

Sciences  
Brenda Neeman 

20 
 Lunch 

Second Baptist 
Marilyn Waldron 

Supper  
St Mary’s  

NA Martyrs Mix 
Carol Ruskamp 

&  Dorothy 
Benes 

21 
 Lunch  

Crestwood 
Christian  

Sharon Hile  
 

Supper  
Holy Savior 
Lutheran I  

Sherri Mogensen 

22 
Lunch   

Be Our Guest 
Lori Chapman & 
Donna Brophy 

Supper 
Sub Team 

St John 
Bosco’s Youth 
Group Serve 

23 
Lunch   

St Peter’s/St 
Teresa’s Circle 

Provide 
Cedars Foundation 

Serve   

Supper  
SouthPointe 

Christian Church 
Lisa Gengenbach 

24 
 Lunch  

  Women’s 
Welcome Club  
 Beth Griffing 

Supper  
Southwood 
Lutheran 

Leigh Porter 

25 
Lunch 

Residential 
Treatment 

Community NSP 
Elisa & Chara  

Supper   
St Teresa’s 

Coffee Group  
Norene Lackey  

26 
Lunch 

Friends of Matt 
Talbot  Kathy 

Grubbe 
Supper   

St Francis &  
St Claire  

Cal Wells &  
Janet Harrison 

27 
 Lunch   

Sister Chicks 
Ursula 

McLaughlin  
Supper   

Sheridan Lutheran 
Sue Alby, Brenda 
Wilcher & Jennie 

Malone 

28 
Lunch   
Blessed 

Sacrament #5  
Mary Woltemath 

 
Supper 

CALL 
Cheryl Ferree 

 

29 
Lunch 

Knights of 
Columbus 

Ken Polacek 
Supper  

St Patrick’s-
Manley 
Jo Anne 

Richardson & 
Sherry Kunz 

30 
Lunch   

Lincoln Medical 
Alliance 

Jenny Ackerman 
 

Supper  
St Michael’s 

Cheney 
Chloe Burianek 

31 
Lunch  

St Michael’s 
Cheney 

Cheryl Petrig 
Supper   

Servants at 
Heart 
Jason 

Rosenkranz 
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USDA INVENTORY AS OF DECEMBER 27, 2011 
 
Canned & Frozen Fruit 
2 bags (3# bags) Frozen Blueberries 
14 cases (24/#300 cans) Mixed Fruit 
4 cases (6/#10 cans) Sliced Pears 
18 cases (24/#300 cans) Slice Peaches 
 
Canned & Frozen Vegetables 
4.5 cases (24/#300 cans) Sliced Potatoes 
6.75 cases (24/#300 cans) Cream Style Corn 
1.75 cases (24/#300 cans) Refried Beans  
12 cases (24/#300 cans) Green Beans 
 
Frozen & Canned Meats 
2 - 6 lb. to 10 lb. Frozen Turkey Breast Deli Rolls 
12 cases (40/1# tubes) Ground Beef 
6 cases Chicken Leg Quarters 33# to 40# per case 
 
Pasta 
1.5 cases (12/1# bags) Wide Egg Noodles 
2.75 cases (24/1# bags) Macaroni 
3.5 cases (12/2# bags) Spaghetti 
 
Miscellaneous 
17 cases (12/32 oz. cartons per case) Cream of Tomato Soup 
17.5 cases (12/32 oz. cartons per case) Cream of Mushroom Soup 
13 cases (12/32oz. cartons per case) Wisconsin Cheddar Cheese Soup 
14.5 cases (24/#300 cans) Spaghetti Sauce 
9.25 cases (24/#300 cans) Tomato Sauce 
2 cases (8/64 oz bottles) Cran Apple Juice 
  
Non-USDA 
Multiple frozen hams – different weights – some with bone - Call Sydne with questions 
 

Great volunteer opportunities are available for teams at MTKO  
 Provide and prepare the 2nd Tuesday lunch of each month (we have a team that 

serves) starting January 10, 2011.  
 Provide and prepare the 3rd Wednesday lunch of each month (we have a team that 

serves) starting January 16, 2011.  
Please contact Sydne Wirrick-Knox for information at 

 sydne.wirrick-knox@MTKServes.org  or 402-477-4116. 
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